
CSHS School Advisory Council Meeting 
October 9th, 2019  
 
Principal Blake Fry called meeting to order at 6:03pm 

Attendees: Blake Fry, Kristy Bedell, Ana Alvaro, Jodi Lesko, Jill Zima Borski, Darren Pais, Kim Jones, Donna Webb, Paula 
Wittke, Kara Johnson, Kelly Mangel,  Kathleen O’Connor, Sue Woltanski, Narelle Prew 
 
Next meeting:  Wednesday, November 13th, 2019 

Principal Report 

Council Membership 
Jodi Lesko is the new Chairwoman, and Jill Zima Borski is Vice Chairwoman. 
 
9/11/19 Minutes 
9/11/19 Meeting Minutes were approved – first by Jodi Lesko, seconded by Jill Zima Borski. 
 
School Improvement Plan (SIP) Update 
Principal Blake Fry went through details on the clear touch screen.  Early Warning System (attendance, suspension) 
needs assessment.  Bar graphs are the driving force for performance – years 2016-2019 are displayed.   Lagging 
indicators are from the previous year.  Industry indicators are anticipated to improve.  Other indicators were explained, 
including learning gains, which remained solid.  CSHS is an A-rated school.   
There is confidence that drops across the board are due to 11/12 cohort grades – students did not do well in Algebra, 
hence did not do well in Geometry.  This should be corrected with the new sequencing, which will provide students with 
3 opportunities before taking the Algebra EOC.  A departmental breakdown was given, identifying areas that need work. 
There is a Language Arts gap across the State and District - CSHS shows a 3% learning gain.  90% of Early Warning System 
is tied to truancy. 
CSHS maintains 63%, with modest gains in areas – the % will be a more stable “A” rating according to expected State %s.  
Strategies include ESE support to the lower 25%.  CSHS started working with “Centers for Big Kids” last year – students 
can be observed working in groups, etc.      
Goals are as follows: 

a) Increase overall learning gains\achievement in ELA and Math  
b) Increase learning gains\achievement in ELA and Math gains for the lower 25% 
c) Increase attendance \lower truancy by  

 
The SIP must be submitted to the District for approval by October 31st.  If approved, it comes back to SAC for approval.    
 
Answers to Fielded Questions 

1. Students must take Geometry to graduate.  If a student is not ready for Geometry, then Liberal Arts math class is 
an option. 

2. Freshmen are placed according to Middle School Teacher recommendations.  CSHS tries not to override 
recommendations - State Tests and Star Tests results are also considered, which are received after 
recommendations.  Often it is the parents who request the override for their students - there is a re-evaluation 
with teachers, parents and students after the 1st quarter.   

Other 
1. Valedictorian/Salutatorian    

Sue Woltanski explained that Valedictorian/Salutatorian scoring has to do with GPA weighting of classes, and students 
who take classes like Band and Leadership hurt their chances of qualifying under the current system i.e. does not 
necessarily promote a well-rounded student. Class ranking is still required.  Options include keeping 
Valedictorian/Salutatorian, but scores would be unweighted 4.0, and courses taken in Middle School would be 
eliminated.  The solution falls to the District, but how students are honored will remain the responsibility of each school. 
Principal Blake Fry showed an example of a college admission decisions form on the clear touch screen, with factors 
ranging from “Very Important, Important, Considered, Not Considered”.  Although academic GPA is “Very Important”, 



class ranking is only “Considered”.  Other “Very Important” factors include rigor of secondary school record, application 
essay, extracurricular activities, talent ability and character/personal qualities, proving colleges are searching for the 
well-rounded student.     
Principal Blake Fry also reported GPA scores go to 4 decimal places at CSHS, and the top 20 students have been honored 
with a special breakfast in the past.  
 

2. A+ Money 
CSHS will receive $70,688, approx. $100 per student.   
Principal Blake Fry presented 3 options.  The option most favored has the following breakdown: Administration and 
teachers receive 100%, support staff 50% and ESE staff 20% (ESE staffs are shared and receive A+ monies from multiple 
schools).  
Teachers will vote on an option next week - SAC’s final approval vote is next month. 
   

3. “It Starts with Hello” (Sandy Hook Promise)  
This program started the last week in September.  One parent commented on the film shown – Principal Blake Fry 
confirmed the film was mandated as part of the Sandy Hook Promise, and that known CSHS families of students who 
have been personally impacted by suicide/homicide were contacted prior to the film being shown at CSHS.  Also, the 
Administration confirmed Text Tips program continues to work. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:16pm 


